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right of appeal depend on the decree of the Council of
Sardica. It must come down from the successors of
St. Peter himself in unbroken succession. The whole
clergy must have a perpetual, indefeasible sanctity of
the same antiquity.

So may the idea of this, to us it seems, monstrous
fiction have dawned upon its author; himself may have
implicitly believed that he asserted no prerogative for
Borne which Eome herself had not claimed, which he
did not think to be her right. It is even now asserted,
perhaps can hardly be disproved, that the False De-
cretals advanced no pretensions in favour of the See of
Eome which had not been heard before in some vague
and indefinite, but not therefore less significant, language.
The boldness of the act was in the new authority in
which it arrayed these pretensions. The author may
have thought that in renewing the power, while he by
no means lost sight of the holiness of the clergy, he was
embarked in a hallowed cause. In some respects he
shows skill at least as consummate as might be expected
in that age. There was no great fear of detection in a
fiction so advantageous to those who could alone expose
it, the Clergy, in an age which, for instance, received
the life of St. Denys, written by the Abbot Hilduin of
that monastery, and the ecclesiastical counsellor of the
emperor, as identified with Dionysius the Areopagite; a
legend almost of unparalleled extravagance, but which
became at once accredited hagiology. The new code
was enshrined, as it were, in a framework of deeply
religious thought and language; it was introduced
under the venerated name of Isidore of Seville (it was
rumoured to have been brought from Spain by Eiculf,
Archbishop of Mentz); it was thus attached to the
authentic work of Isidore, which had long enjoyed un-